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AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS : 

Please substitute the attached replacement sheet for 
the sheet containing Fig. 15 of the drawings as originally 
filed. This figure has been labeled prior art. 
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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application, as 
amended, is respectfully requested. 

Fig. 15 has been labeled '^Prior Art" to overcome the 
objection to the drawings. 

The Examiner's indication of allowable subject matter 
in Claims 3-10 is noted with appreciation. Claims 1 and 2, 
alleged to be indefinite, have been canceled without 
prejudice or disclaimer. Claims 3 and 4 have been rewritten 
in independent form, with certain modifications to improve 
the language without affecting their allowability. 
Accordingly, Claims 3-10 should now be allowed. 

Claims 11-17 have been added to provide more 
comprehensive protection for certain aspect of Applicants' 
invention and are also allowable over the prior art. 
Note that in each of independent Claims 11-13, a separator 
plate is paired with a friction plate as part of a rotatable 
engagement portion. For example. Claim 11 recites a 
plurality of rotatable first engagement portions each 
including an externally splined annular friction plate with 
only one side surface to which friction material is fixed 
for torque transmission, and each further including an 
externally splined annular separator plate adjacent to 
another side surface of the externally splined annular 
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friction plate. Claim 12 recites a plurality of rotatable 
second engagement portions each including an internally 
splined annular friction plate with only one side surface to 
which friction material is fixed for torque transmission^ 
and each further including an internally splined annular 
separator plate adjacent to another side surface of said 
internally splined annular friction plate. Claim 13 recites 
that one of first and said second engagement portions is 
rotatable and includes an annular separator plate adjacent 
to another side surface of the respective annular friction 
plate of that engagement portion^ and further that the 
annular separator plate is splined to rotate together with 
the respective annular friction plate . 

Regarding the Miyoshi and Baden references cited in the 
initial rejection of Claims 1-2 (now moot in view of the 
cancellation of those claims) , the Office acknowledged that 
Miyoshi fails to teach the use of separator plates in 
accordance with Applicants' invention. As to Baden, which 
the rejection proposed to combine with Miyoshi, it should be 
noted that, in contrast with Applicants' invention as set 
forth in Claims 11-13, the asserted separator/friction 
plates (38) of Baden are not parts of rotatable engagement 
portions. Rather, they are non-rotatable discs which are 
rotationally locked to a stationary torque tube 27. See 
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Baden at, e.g.^ Col. 2, line 67 through Col. 3, line 14. 
Accordingly, Baden would not have suggested modifying 
Miyoshi in such a manner as to achieve the invention of 
Claims 11-13. It should be noted further that Miyoshi is 
particularly designed to provide a ceramic film on the back 
surface of a friction plate to contact the frictional 
material on an adjacent friction plate. The provision of a 
separator plate in Miyoshi, as proposed in the rejection, 
would evidently be inconsistent this design feature of the 
primary reference- For this reason as well, the skilled 
practitioner would not have been motivated to modify Miyoshi 
in view of Baden so as to .achieve the invention as defined 
in Claims 11-13. 

An early Notice is respectfully solicited. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge to 
Deposit Account No. 50-1165 any fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 
and 1.17 that may be required by this paper and to credit 
any overpayment to that Account. If any extension of time 
is required in connection with the filing of this paper and 
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has not been requested separately, such extension is hereby 
requested. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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